
Focusing on Your Tomorrow
Finspire was created in 2018 by industry veterans Charles

Williams, Chris Karam and James Jaramillo to provide a rare

industry combination of �duciary services to employers alongside

�nancial wellness, planning and asset management to employees

and individual investors.

We’re here for you.

FINRA BrokerCheck: Check the background of investment professionals associated with this site on FINRA’s
BrokerCheck.

Our Services

http://brokercheck.finra.org/


Investment Management
With over 60 years of combined experience, Finspire’s team focuses on delivering higher
risk-adjusted returns in lieu of a simple benchmark.

Financial Planning and Investment Advice
Our services focus on getting you through life’s expected and unexpected events on the
way to retirement. We strive to help our clients achieve true ful�llment through our
collaborative �nancial and investment planning approach.

Retirement Planning Services
Plan sponsors can leverage our �rm for a suite of retirement plan services, including plan
design assistance, employee bene�ts planning, fee analysis and benchmarking, and much
more. Operating in either 3(21) or 3(38) ERISA investment advisor, our team is here to
help.



Mission, Vision and Values

The retirement plan advisors at Finspire believe that plan

sponsors, participants, and individual investors deserve a true

advocate in their corner. We’ll be here to answer the tough

questions and provide guidance when times are most turbulent.

Mission

Strive to improve our clients’ �nancial well-being.

Vision

Maintain a progressive business model and build a team of like-minded, investment �duciary-oriented
professionals dedicated to enhancing the client experience.

Value

Work collaboratively with clients to pursue their �nancial goals, allowing them to spend more time on
what matters most

Most of all, we’re in this together.

Our Team



Chris Karam, CIMA® AIFA®

Chief Investment Of�cer

Chris is passionate about investing and understanding the impact of global events on the
capital markets. He enjoys explaining complex market concepts to clients in a way that is
accessible and easily understood. In his spare time, Chris authors white papers and plan
sponsor guides to share thought leadership and deliver actionable insights. He �rmly
believes that clients achieve better outcomes when they make informed decisions about
investing and follow a sound �duciary process. Mr. Karam helps clients strive for peace of
mind by creating strategic solutions within a disciplined review process.

Chris Karam is not af�liated with LPL Financial.

FINRA BrokerCheck: Check the background of investment professionals associated with this site
on FINRA’s BrokerCheck.

http://brokercheck.finra.org/


Chuck Williams, CFP, CRPS, C(k)P, AAMS, AIF®

Chief Executive Of�cer

As a 25-year industry veteran, Chuck is devoted to enhancing the �nancial well-being of
institutional and individual clients. He is a frequent guest speaker at �nancial industry



conferences, has authored numerous white papers and has taught various courses for
�nancial services professionals. Chuck believes in providing sound, objective �nancial
advice based on a thorough understanding of the needs of the client. Mr. Williams
provides oversight of the �rm and is a lead consultant for many of the �rm’s corporate
retirement plans and high-net worth individual clients.

FINRA BrokerCheck: Check the background of investment professionals associated with this site
on FINRA’s BrokerCheck.

http://brokercheck.finra.org/


James Jaramillo, AIF®

Chief Operating Of�cer

James has dedicated 15 years – his entire professional life – to enhancing �nancial
outcomes of institutional and individual clients. As a process-driven individual, he believes
in providing objective, process-oriented and holistic advice to clients. James’ goal in
working with clients is to have each client see him as partner and an extension of the
Human Resources and Bene�ts departments. Mr. Jaramillo is responsible for managing
client and business relationships across the �rm’s institutional retirement business. James
has a deep understanding of institutional retirement plan design, specializes in retirement
plan merger and acquisition transitions and is skilled in structuring strong corporate plan
governance programs.

FINRA BrokerCheck: Check the background of investment professionals associated with this site
on FINRA’s BrokerCheck.

A Network of Support

Finspire is a member of the Independent Financial Partners (IFP) network of �nancial

advisors.

This alliance with IFP gives our �rm access to the tools and resources necessary to provide

http://brokercheck.finra.org/


the level of service that plan sponsors, plan participants, and private investors deserve.

Independent Financial Partners Support Staff

Jakub Novak

Manager, Client Services, IFP



Jakub started his �nance career in 2013 as a liaison helping key individuals get the necessary
assistance. Mr. Novak currently assists to onboard and transition quali�ed �nancial advisors
into IFP’s ecosystem. He also provides guidance and support to Finspire’s clients, upholding the
level of service their clients deserve.

Mr. Novak is an employee of Independent Financial Partners and not alliliated with Finspire or LPL
Financial.

Khala Watson

Associate, Client Services, IFP

Khala has over 9 years of �nancial industry experience. She began her career as a licensed
assistant and has moved into a relationship manager role at Independent Financial Partners.

Ms. Watson is an employee of Independent Financial Partners and not alliliated with Finspire or LPL
Financial.



FINRA BrokerCheck: Check the background of investment professionals associated with this site on
FINRA’s BrokerCheck.
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Alisa Knafelc

Associate, Client Services, IFP

Alisa has been in the �nancial industry for over 5 years helping streamline processes to aim to
improve the client experience. Ms. Knafelc �elds calls from individuals contacting Finspire and
helps direct them to the proper person.

Ms. Knafelc is an employee of Independent Financial Partners and not alliliated with Finspire or LPL
Financial.

CEFEX® Certi�ed
IFP shares Finspire’s passion for acting in clients’ best interests with the renewal of their CEFEX

certi�cation for the fourth year in a row. Our professionals are proud to be af�liated with a �rm that
continually strives for �duciary excellence for plan sponsors, plan participants, and individual

investors.

We'd Love To Hear From You.



Name

Email Address

Message

Send

1515 E. Wood�eld Rd., Suite 840, Schaumburg, IL 60173

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through
Independent Financial Partners (IFP), a Registered Investment Adviser. IFP and Finspire, LLC are not owned
or controlled by LPL Financial.

The LPL Financial Registered Representatives associated with this site may only discuss and/or transact
securities business with residents of the following states: CA, DE, FL, GA, IL, IN, OH, SC, WA, WI

http://www.finra.org/
https://www.sipc.org/

